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Lib. 4. Fab. 14. 

Capell8e et Hirci. 

IPJ A R B A M CapellK qpum impetHlffent ab Jove, 

■*-^ Hirci moercntes indignari coeperant. 

Quod dignitatem fceminx xqu^^nt fuam ; 

** Simte, inquit, illis gloria vani frui, 

" Et ufuqKire veAri ornatum muneris : 

** Pares dum non fint vcftrae fortitudini." 

Hoc argumcntum monet ut iUltineas tibi 
Habitu effc fimiles, qui fint virtute impares. 



The Purport of the above Fable' is this. When the She- 
Goats had, by their intreaties, obtained of Jupiter the privilege 
of having Beards as wdl as the Males* the He-Goats grew 
angry ; and complained, that he had degraded their dignity by 
admitting the females to equal honours with themfclves. 

To which the God replied. That if they would take care to 
preferve the real and ellential advantages which their fcx gave 
them over the other, they would have no rcafon to be difTatisiied 
widi letting them participate ia what was merely ornamental. 
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G O AT'S B E AR Di 

ji. E A o- ill. ,Ei. 



IK< eight ter& Lines hat Phsdrus told i 
(Sofnj^l were the Bards' of old) , 
A Tale of Goats ; and clos'd with grace.' 
Plan, Moral, all« in that fhort fpace. 
Alas, that ancient Moralift 
Knew, nothing of -the flender.twift'i 
Which Italy, and France, have taught 
To later times to fpin the .thought. 
They are our mailers now, and We 
Obfequious to their high- decree, , 
Whate'er the Clafllc Critics fay. 
Will tell it in a modern, way. 

6 'Twas 



r 
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""Twas fomewhere on the hills, which lie - 

'Twixt Rome and Naples' fofter clime, 

{They can't efcape the Traveller's eye, 
TJor need 'their mames be told in rhime) 

A Herd of Goats, each (hining morni 

Midft fcraggy myrtle, pointed thorn. 

Quick glancing to the Sub difplay'd 

Their fpotted fides, and pierc'd the fhade. 

There Goat-herds ftill, Kke thofe of ^4, 

Pipe to tlie ftragglers of the fold. 

'Twas there — and there (no matter when) 

With Virgil's leave, we place the fcene. 

For fcarcely can we think his fwains 

Dealt much in goats on Mantua's plains ; 

Much lefs could e'er his Shepherds dream 

Of pendent rocks on Mincio's ftream. 

From Naples his enliven'd thought 

Its fondeft, beft ideas caught. 

Theocritus perhaps befide 

Some kind embellilhments fupply'd. 

And Poets are not common men — 

Who talks of Goats in Ely fen I 

'Twas 
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'Twas. there, on one important day. 
It chanc'd the He-goats were, away. 
The Ladies of the Colony. 
Had. form'd a female Coterie 5 
And, as they browz'd the clifts among,. 
Exerted all their power, of tongue. 
Of eafe and freedom much they fpoke, , 
Enfranchis'd from the Hulband's yoke ; . 
How bright' the fun^ how foft the air,. 
The Trefoil flowers were fweeter far, 
Whilft thus alone they might debate. 
The hardfhips.of. the married ftate. 

Encourag'd by the-quick'ning flame 
Which fpread, and.caught from dame. to dame,, 
A Matron, fager^ than. the reft;. 
The fair enthufiafts thus addrefs'd.: . 
" Ladies, I joy to fee, what I^ 
" Have felt, . and .fmother'd with a figh, . 
" Should touch at length the general breaft, , 
" And honeft Nature ftand confeft. . 
" Queens as we are, we fee our power 
" Ufurp'd, and daily finking lower. 

" Why 
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'" Why <fo our Lords and Mafters reign 
" Sole Monarchs o'er their fubjeS train? 
" What ftamp has Nature given their line, 
" What mark to prove their right divine i 

" To lead at will the paffive herd? 
■"—It can be nothing but their Beard. 

" Obferve our ihapes, our winning airs, 
■*' Our fpots more elegant than theirs ; 
" With equal eafe, with equal fpeed 
-" We forim the brook, or fldm the mead ; 
" Climb the tall cli£F, where wild thyme grows, 
" On pinnacles undaunted browze, 
" Hang fearlefs p'er th' impetuous ftream, 
■" And (kip from crag to crag like them. 
■" Why are they then to us preferr'd ? 
" — it can be nothing but their Beard. 
" Then let us to great Jove prepare 
" A facrifice and folemn prayer, ' 

" That He would gracioufly relieve 
" Our deep diftrefs, and kindly give 
" The all we want to make us fliine 
" Joint Empreffes by right divine." 

A general 
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A general murmur of applaufe 
Attends the ipeech. The common cauft 
Glows in each breaft, and all defy 
The bonds of Salicpie tyranny. 
The mild, the timorous grow bold ; 
And, as they faunter to the fold, 
Ev'n Kids, with voices fcarcely heard, 
Lifp out,-T-" 'Tis nothing but the beard." 

Agreed. And now with fecret care 
The due luflrrations they prepare : 
And having mark'd a facred field. 
Of horns a fpacious altar build ; 
Then from the fragrant herbs that grow 
On craggy cliff, or mountain's brow, 
They cull the fweets : and fluff the pile 
With • Tragopt^on's downy Ipoil, 
And gums of t Tragacanth to raife 
The bickering flame, and fpeed the blaze. 

* TragopogoH] A Plane called in Englifli, the Goat's Beard. 

t Tragaegu/iy} The Goat's T^oro. The gums of this plant are ufed in 
medicine. 

B But 
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6ut chief the flower beyond compare. 

The flaunting * Woodbine revell'd there. 

Sacred to Goats ; and bore their name 

'Till Botanifts of modern fame 

New-fangled titles chofe to give 

To almoll all the plants^ that live, ^ 

Of thefe a hallow'd heap they place 

With all the fldll of female grace ;. ; 

Then fpread the fprigs to. catch the air^ 

And light them with the brufliy hair 

Pluck'd nUy from their hufbands' chins,. 

In feeming {port,- when love begins. 

" Hear, Father Jove ! if ftill thy mind^ 
" With partial fondnefs views our kind j. 
" If, nurs'd by Goats, as ftory lays, 
" Thou ftill tetain'ft their gamefome ways ;; 
" If on + thy fhield ii«rikin appears 
" Who fed with milk thy infant years ;, 

• fToediwe] The Capriforiutn, or Goat's LeaTof the ancients and oP 
Tourncfort. Linnieus ranks it under the genus of Loniccra, as he does the- 
Tragacanth under that of Astragalus. 

t Tly StiiU] The K%\%, called fo from the Goati fldft which cOTCta it- 

" If 
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" If Capricorn advanc'd by thee 
" Shines in the fphere a Deity, ^c &c. 
" Hear, Father Jove, our juft requeft ; 
" O grant us beards, and make us Weft I" 

Swift mounts the blaze, the fcented iky 
Seems pleas'd, the Zephyrs' gently figb. 
And Jove himfelf, in frolic mood. 
Reclining on an amber cloud, 
Sniiff'd in the gale ; and, tho' he hides 
A laugh which almoft burft his fides, 
Smil'd gracious on the fuppliant crew; 
And from the left his thunder flew : 
Bleft omen of fuccefs I Ye Fair, 
Who know what tyrants fpoufes are. 
If e'er you flipt the tighten'd rein. 
Or gave a furly Hufband pain, 
Guefs at their 'y>y. — Devoutly low 
They bent, and with prophetic glow 
They wreath'd their necks, they cock'd their tails, 
With Ikittiih coynefs met the males, 
And fcarce admitted the embrace 
But merely to preferve the race. 

B 2 But 
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But chief the river banks they throng j 
Narciffus-like o'er fountains huDg„ - 
And not a puddle could they.pafs 
Without a {quint to view their face, 
Happy to fee the fprouts arife. 
Which promis'd future dignities: 

When lo ! their utmoft wiih prevails^ 
A Beard, as graceful as the male's, 
Flows from their chins ; and fiarth they mov'd 
At once to be rever'd and lov'd' ; 
Lookii^ (to borrow a quaint pRrafe 
From YouNO, to deck our humbler lays), 
" Delightfully with all their might."' 
The He-goats ftarted at the fight. 
" Angels and minifters of grace I" 
Appear'd on theirs, like • Garrick's facci. 
Glance after glance oblique they fent, 
Then fix'd in dumb aAonilhmeht. 
Scarce more amaz'd did -f- Atlas fland,. 
Sole monarch of th' Hefperian ftrand,, 



• Garrkk's/ace} in the charader of Hamlet. 

•f Atlas\ Ovid's Mctamorphofes. Book^th. Fab. 151!).. 



When- 
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when Perieus on bis ihidd difpky'd . 
Teirific charms,, the Gorgon's head. 

At laffi recovering their furprize,. 
For Goats, fibe men, are fometimes wile. 
On this abfurd, new-modell'd plan. 
Like human couples, they began. 
Unwilling, for decorum's faHe, 
Quite to unite,, or quite to break. 
With fiiort half words, and looks that leer'd. 
They frown'd, they pouted, and they fneer'd- 
fo general terms exprefs'd their thoughts 
On private and peculiar faults ; 
Dropp'd hints they fcarcely wifli'd to fmother,. 
And talk'd not to but at each other. 
Till ftrife engend'ring more and more, 
They downright wrangled, if not fwore ; 
And ev'n the Fair could fcarce refrain 

From broad expreffions, when they faw 
Th' accomplifliments they wilh'd to gain. 

Created not refpefl: but awe ;. 
And fofter Kids ufurp'd the flames 
Due only to experienc'd Dames.- 



'Tivas 
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'Twas then the general difcord rofe; 
And Jove (induftrious to compofc 
The cafual feuds his hafty nod 
Had caus'd;) well worthy fuch a God, 
Conven'd the States. And tho' he knew 
What mortals fay is really true, 
" Advice is fojnetimes thrown away," 
He bade them meet, and fix'd the day. 

Each confcious of their claim divide 
In feparate bands on either fide. 
Like Clients in a party caufe 

Determin'd to fucceed or die, 
(Whate'er their Judge may talk of laws) 

Stanch martyrs to integrity. 
The God appear'd, in proper ftate. 
Not as the arbiter of fate. 
With all thofe enfigns of command 
Which fway the air, the fea, the land, 
But yet with dignity, to draw 
Attention, and becoming awe. 
" Approach:" he cry'd, " your idle ftrife 
*' Has rais'd a thought : I'll give it life. 



For 

gitizod by Google 



[ »S ] 

" For know, ye Goats, my high bqhefts 
" Shall not be thrown away on Beafts. 
" When Sexes plead, the caufe is common ; 
" Be Goats no more, but Man and Woman." 

The change enfues. He finil'd again. 
And thus addrefs'd the motley train. — 
(Here might we tell, in Ovid's lay. 
How forms to other forms gave way. 
How pert-cock'd tails, and fliaggy hides. 
And horns, and twenty things befides. 
Grew fpruce bag-wigs, or well-queu'd hair,. 
The floating fack, the Pet-en-T air, 
Furgowtt, gold chain, or regal robe, 
Which rules, in ermin'd ftate, the globe. 
We wave all this, and fay again. 
He thus addrefs'd the motley train.) 
" When firft I different /exes form'd, 
Happy myfclf, with goodnefs warm'd, 
I meant you help-mates for each other ; 
The ties of father, fon, and brother, 
And all the charities below 
I kindly meant {houM fpring from you. 

3 W«e 
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Were more exalted fcenes your l^t, 
I kindljr meant, as who would not. 
The Fair fliould footh the Hero's care. 
The Hero fhould protea the Fair ; 
The Statefman's toils a refpite find 
In pleafures of domeftic kind; 
And Kings themfelves in focial down 
Forget the thorns which line a crown. 

In humbler life, that Man fliould roam 
Bufy abroad, whilft flie at home 
Impatient for his dear return 
Should bid the crackling incenfc bam. 
And Ipread, as fortune might afford. 
The genial feaft, or frugal board. 
The joys of honeft Competence, 
The folace even of Indigence. 

But things are chang <i, no matter hovr ; 
Thefe bleffinge are not frequent now. 
Let Time account, as he glides on, , 

For all his wings and fcythe have done!: 
We take you in his prefent page. 
The refufe of an Iron Age. 

■*» Theft 
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Then hekt'tWrfebtr thoughts. 

Ye Dames, 
AfieAion and good-breeding claims 
That firft, in preference to the males. 
We place jioar merits in the fcales. 
For, whether 'twas defign'd or not, 
You fome afcendancy have got. ■ " ' < 

Ladies, we own, have had their fhare 
In learning, politics, and war. 
To pafs at once the doubtful tile 
Of Amazons in coats of mail, 
(Fables which ancient Greece has taught, ' 
And, if I kiie# them, I've forgot.) 
Authentic records ftill contain. 
To make the females Juftfy vain. 
Examples of heroic worth — 
Semiramis of * Bail and f North. 

* Simmrni! tf Eaft] The wife of Ninus. 

^ — a»d North] Margatet de Waldemar, commonly called the Semiramis 
of che North, She united in her own pcrfon the jhree kingdoms of Norway, 
Denmark, and Sweden. The firft by defcent, the fccond by marriage, and 
the third by conqueft. See the Onion of Calmar, 1393. 



Marg'ret 
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'•. , ' / 

*Marg'ret the Anjbuvinc; , of Spain • ■ *• 

+ Fair BlaacI|(j»^,pD<^4 EJlen >rf GjjJHine, 

)f Catherine of; F^fSeJifji^ortd ^VR; .«;.,- ■ 

A rubric lainf with^fthc^Jipieu''.* :\.~ , ;■" 

In Ruffia Catherines. q)prpthfp,fliig,i ,. :,.„ • ) 

Have done ^rf<»//,f»^r* and many *..J««>»i ,-. 

Has boftled in the a&ive fcene j 

$ The Pope,, the Warrior, apd the Queen T .. 

But thele are ftars wl^ich blaze and fall i, - 

O'er Albion did Eliza rife. ' < 
A conft^lation of thein all^ ■ - 

And Ihines (jhe Virgo .ojFt;h^ flci«»li • 

• Mar^rit iht Jnf'eiiviiie^ Wife of Henry she Vlth of Ehgliind, who. 
(notwithftanding her fiippofcd intrigue with the Duke oCSuflfblJc) f9p|iorted. 
the inlerelt of hcr.hillbajid.and his (unify with the moK Iteroic ipiric; 

t F4ir Bhmtti) Blai^che of Caflilt, wTe to Louii the VlUthof Fnnce.. 
She governed that kingdom durii^ the miiioritj of her fon. St. Louis, and- 
during his ab&nce at the holy wars, Sffiih gj-eat fortitude and fuccel^. The. 
wicked chronicles of the times hvre been very^fr^-with Iter charitder. 

X ElUli of Gulimi} An adventurer in the Crufades. She was 6rft married : 
to Louis th^VIIth of France, by whom, (he was divorced,, under a pretence 
of confanguiiuty ; and was afcerwflli^ ttlfe to Henry the lid of England. Her . 
behaviour licre is wcU known. 

B Catberitu «fFrsnet] The £imous Catherine of Medtcis, wife to.Henry the 
lid of France, and mother to the three fucceedin^ Monarcjis. The.MaDltcre 
of Paris on St. Barthokialew's day was condut^ed under her aufpices. 

$ Tie Popi, &c.] Pope Joan, Joan of Arc, and Joatvof Naples. 

Some 
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• Some dimes oFlefsaSileki: mor^,'" 

By mere niisfartiihe ieader'i 6aM', ' 

Have drawn tKt Sasser in defence 

Of their owil'!lp6tlefs Ihiibcence. 

O'er t^efe die penfiveMuie {hall' mourh. 

And Pity's tear fliall grace their um. 

■■•■'-, ..,...q *■ T ; 

• Others, a more hietoic part, 

, ,, \ ,:■..,!) ,)i- : 

By juft revenge to fury led, ' 

Have plung'd it in a huiband's heart, ' ' 

, And triumph'd o'er the mighty dead. 

Tho' laurels are tieir meed, 'tis tnie, 

Let milder femaks have their due, , 

And be with humbler myrtles crowa'd. 

Who } fuck'd the poifon from the wound. 

• For folks there are who don't admire 

In angel forms that foul of fire, 

• Scm TOi thefc twa. alfertiora the-Author do« not choofc' to gire 

* OrieriS examples, aa Stmt mig^t be tbought fabuloui,' and' 0/^j In- 
vidious. 

X Sutk'd tbl pcifinl Whether the ftoiy of Eleanor of Caftile, wife to Ed- 
wan] the Ift of England, is fiftidouS or not, the Eleanor Croflcs eiciiting j 
at ppeient, ate a fiifEcient teftimooy of her huiband's affeflions, and his gra* , 
tttude to her memory. 

C t Nor 
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Nor aie quite ^eas'd-with wooads an^ ie«n . 

On limbs beft fram'd in iafotr \fani. 

tiny BOW, fo f^aeamiih men ate grpwn. 

Their manners are fo like your omii. • • •> 

That, tho' no Spartan, dames we view - ■ , 

Thump'd, ci:ff'd,.and wreflled -black and Wjue, 

Ev'n {lighter blemifhes offi:nd . .... 

Sometimes the Fair on/e's fondeft &tend< 

Glorious, no doubt, it is, to due. ■ ■ . . 

The dangjsrs of the Silvan W?iv ' : . ■ 

When foremoA in the chafe you tide . . 

Some headlong fteed, you cannot ^uid^- ■ . . . • 

And owe, by providence,, or «baACe,. - : - 

Your I^ety to your ignorance. ■ , i , , 

But ah I the coniequentiaL iU| 

Might tiere refttaia ev'a woman'* wiJJi. t 

The furrow pkiugh'd by • Tyburn hat 

On the fair forehead's Parian- flat i. : 

The freckles,. Wotches, and. parch'd Ikiits,, 

The worms, which like black-beaded pins 

• Tyhm Aa/j The fmall rouini hat, which acqilired its nvne.li;9ii)<icV.''- 
bciiigchcdiftinguifliing^iiiarkofa]gicl!.Tii(Kluc:if.i>new idojital if tfUkt^ . 
sun uidhdiaL 

Peep. 
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Peep dircug^ Aciitmtttiiii^'tf^ihi -rj.-^o'l. 
On nofes blgfeaAtaNticif fijtsi; i: j. { j: r- :, ;: jf. 
Are thingr wfawtcfni^altit On^bit toJcfaeaidrMt ..-;': 
But you knotrieflsi/MtAlfrtncBcdi ;.:-,• n;: :.. ~ 

Some Sages, arpiottlttiillliaa^fat^ : -. c :- .^ ' 7 
Think fMtirn bBC(atK]MnaiitL. : : ~ :< i 
Nay one, well vers'd inj!iaCa^s.MU*f < i ' < V.' 
Calls * <*aBnmog women kiuurJAieatr<4''^' ' '*■ 
— Your paTdon«<>]^ bitt Igv^- bi4*I> >-~ ' '■> ' 
What impiousmortafedwetti^Bhiti Tj'ini.-. ■:i ■>'. 

In learnings jdoabtbla, you hftrc&iK-'A- r. ii;'ir 
The Paragons (rflMniB&kittd. ' i - :-> 

Each abftraftfefeBt* have expfbip'*;' - ^ . . - . 
Hare pierc'd thro-' Natsfre^coyeft fcoari ^ 
And' crc^p'd the lovefi*ft «owfcr» ffiat Bkw'! ''''■ 
On ftcep Farnaflus' d&tfKc'brow-; r . • I 

And yet whasfin^l remains we fihtK- ' ■ - 
f Afpaik left no traarbrfund";' ■ • ' ' ■ " ' ' ■ ■ 

* Otra/i^ weman} **■ A cojinlBg woman is a. knavilB fool." 

XiOrd Ljueltotf,t /Idvife to 9' L44j^ ■ 

^ A^^fi^ ThepupUk ef this IfcanKdlftdy (if weelKept Socrates) were 
noftof AcaDherlovOftSOo, and confequentlj^ received inftruAion in theinott 
agreeabkLmajinec-it could beconre]red. 

3. Content 
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Content her <iaftrih«'to^lup&tt, ^ '' - '*,'-'■ 
As oral truths, warr» irpmthe teajt; ' • ^p 
And ill-bied Time' JIBS' fwcptiwaj' ..■.'. i" 
"Full many a graveand rpiri^tjy lay, ■ - , ■ " 
Full many a topie of jufttenowp • 
Fram'd by the nuiiien>m:Fair, vdiofliMH; 
Poetic or hiibwric 'QjKens, . i ' ,- -..,; 

From Sappho.doWA to * Anne QoinncBes. 

In modem days, the female pea 
It paramount, gad ^^x>pee with men. k' 

Ladies have led th' inftruSive crew, v ^ 
And kindly told us. all they knew. . , .'..', 
In France, in Britain, many a fcore, — . , : ; : / . ,. 
I mention none — tot.praiie- the more. ,^ 

And yet in that iame little iile . ... 

I view, with a peculiar fmHe, 
And wilh to name a chofen few ; 
A — — , or a ■ i , — -r-. 



• Jme Camuttal A Princefa of great leamiiig, daughter of Alexiui Com- 
nentu. Emperor of Cooftaocmople, dnring the time- of the 6rfl Cru&dcs. 
She wrote the hiftory of her ^chcr*! long l«jgn> and is ranked amoagft the 
Byzantine hiftorians. 

6 Or 
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Or — But I won'r. It eavjr raifn. 
Few mea. can. bear, each other's praifes,. 
And in the ^air one would' not-fee- i 
A. Genus irrUahiU. •' ' 

Swift fays, a dsverfchool-bQy's fame- 
Bs allat which the Sex fliould aim.. ' , 
It may be id,, and. He be wife--- ■ 
But / authorities defpMe.. 
Mfen cannot judge in fuch.afiairs.*. ' 
I ffaMyour talents, great as theirs.. 
Vour wit. of a, more^/er««^ kind,. 
Tour fenfc .more moral and. re^tid.;. 
And flioulij-ycfrom ftrift reafoniflgifwervejr 
Tou Aill nave conqueft in referve.. 
B" arguments are (bmetimes flight, 
X "■ Youpeyes are always in the right.!' 
Ih love your empire is fupreme,. 
The Hero'ipaBn-,. the Pbet's theme. 
Nor will we dare to fix adate 
When that ftft empire yields to fate. 

J; To1trr|t^i ,&c.3 A line of Priop^ 



At 
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At (eventy -gtenb tX&tiibvd^ ' ■ ■ - '• ' ' 
Tho" coy petfaaps • her heroes 'ptor'i, ■ ■ , 
And f Ninon had ft longer reign, ' • 
She lov'd, and was belov'd again, 
Let Gedoyne the juft sera fix, 
At eighty, or at eighty-fix. 

One little hint, before we dole 
This tedious foporific dofe, 
One little hint we choofe to give, 
That nuptial harmony may live^ 
As huibands, the' on fmall pretence, 
Are wond'rous jtalous of their &n(e, - 

Perhaps 'twere prudent to conceal ' 
The great accompliihments you feel. 

• Hit html] Eflcx andCoartney. 

f Niiwti) It is recorded of the celebrated Ninon 1' Encloi^ that a young 
French Abbe« of the name of Gedoyno, had iong iblidtcd hiT favours, 
and was rather aftonilhed at her coynefs. When Ibe yielded at laft, the beg- 
ged his pardon for fo dilatory a compliance, and pleadfcd as her CKCufe, that 
her female vanity was piqued upon having a lover after Ihe was fourfcore i 
that the had only compleated her eightieth year the day before, and there- 
fore hoped her eaprejjmnt to oblige him would be a proper acknowledge- 
ment of her gratitude for his attentions. 

How long the attachment laftcd, the Author of this poem has modeftly 
left undetermined. 

Then 

DigiUzed by ^OOQ IC 



[ ?5 ] 

Then fcreen what pains the naked eye . 

With that thin gau^e oall'd mix}e%; 
At leail with diffidence 'maintain- , i .: 
The triumphs yon are fure to gain. 
Arm'd with this caution, juftly claim 
Your genuine fliare of power and fame ; ■ 
Be every thing your confcious merit 
Infpires, and with becoming fpirit 
Expand each pafllon of the heart, 
Each talent Nature gives exert ; 
Be wife, be learn'd, be brave, nay fear'd — 
But keep yaar fix, and * hide the Beard. 

Ladies, your flave. — The Dames withdrew. 
Now, Gentlemen, I turn to you. . •, 

You heard the leffons which I gave. 
At once both ludicroiis and grave. 
And fneer'd perhaps ;, but have a care, 
I only lianter'd with the Fair. 

* Hide the Beard.'] A certain Grecian Fainter, .who had ufually exerted 
his talents on laTcivtous fut^edls. was commanded by the State under .which 
he lived, to attone for his errors by forming a piece wliich fliould damp the 
moll hcentious appetite. He accordingly drew a naked Venus with all the 
chacms his imagination could /uggeft, and then, to make her totally dil^ 
gulling, clapped her on a beard. 
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Wheo your important caufe. comes on, 
We take it in a higher tone. .. 

Is there a fault in W<Mnaakind 
Tou did not make, or ftrive to find ? 
To rife on jnur defedayou te&ch thiein, . 
Arid lofe jmir wtuea etc tliey reach thccn; 
Would e'er ambition touch their brain, 
Did^«« your lawful rule maintain, 
With tendernefs exert your fway. 
And mildly win them to obet ? 
Had Csfar, Antony, been men, 
W4 fcarce had heard of * Egypt's Queen. 
Follies and vices of his own . 
■ Sunk to a flave great Philip's fon ; . 
Nor did f Alcides leairn to fpin ' 

'Till he put ofF the Lion's fein. 

Henry the fourth of France (a name 
We love, we pity, and we tlame) • 
Had frailties, which the raeaneft clown. 
Of native fenfe, would blufli to own. 



* £iy?t*' ^eett.'] Cleopatra. 

+ jtldda.'] His condefcenfions to Omphak are well known.' 
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D'Etree, Vernueil, and twenty more, 
Will prove him vaflal to a — — ^ • • 

Nothing cou^-talps the headftrong lad, 
Whofe pure good-nature was run mad. 
Ev'n toil, and penury, and pain, 
And * Sully, teiz'd and pceach'din vain. 
Nothing could' flop tb' in&tiate n^e. 
Not even the hafty -^^ iaow of age i 
Not evep hi& la|l provoking J wife. 
That fire-brand of perpetual ftrife. 

Who feth^Eiirc>|i^.in-a fl^ipe, ■ 

And died, poor wretch, an empty natne,. . 

In what the world calls politics 
You teach the Fair a thouland.tiicks. 
Full many a miftf e(^. of a King, . 
At firft a plain unheeded thing, . 



; Sulfy.'j See his Memoirs. 

t ^BffWtf/v^tf.VHfc WIS very- ekTiygreyi ' : ' t '. 

^ Proveiing wz/a] Mary of Medicis,. This lady was of on ambitious 
Intriguing fpirit, with a very mean^Mndcrftaivdingt That_ Ihe was *.*; pro- 
voking wife," Sully's Memoirs fufficiently'teftify. • The difttirbantis flie 
raifed at home, and the cabfb flic eDfere^lnw abtfoad'duriug'hsr. avir, are 
a proof of the fecoiid poOtion. The laft liiemufthave fcvereiy felt, for 
flie died at Cologne, in Tfr42, in-txtreme miTcry. ' , .' 

'■»-- Da But 
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But fwells in fancied dignitjr. 
And glorie/in ber infamy 5 
'Till, to diftrefs a weaker brother. 
You play her off againft each other; 
Improve the fex's native wiles, ' 

Th' artillery of tears and fmiles ; " ■ • 
Flatter her pride, or peeviQinefs, 
'Till flie, elated hy fuceefs, . 
Feels her own force, and, bolder grown 
By your inftruSions, afts alone ; 
Procures now this now that man's falh. 
And fairly triumphs o^er you all. 

The fecond Charles on England's throne 
(Sav'd from oblivion by his crown)' 
Call him whatever you think fit, 
A knave, an ideot, or a wit. 
Had from his travels learnt no more 
Than modem youths from Europe's tour. 
To all that fhotild improve his mind. 
The voluntary inpe was blind. 
Whate'er calamities felt on him, 
Diftrefs was thrown away upon him i. 



Tie 
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Tfie fame unfeeling thoughtlefs thing. 
Whether an Exile, or a King. 

Cleaveland and Portfmouth had fine features. 
And yet they were but filly creatures, 
Play'd off like Ihuttles in a loom *] 

(To weave the web of England's doom !) 
By knaves abroad, and knaves at home. • - 

Of all who footh'd his • idle houri 
(To wave his en pajfaat amours) 
Of all who gloried in the flame, 
And in broad day-light blaz'd their fhame. 
Spite of her -f- frolics and expence, 
Nell Guyn alone had common fenfe. 



* Idle bouri.\ There was as much of lazinels as of love in all thole hours 
which he palled amongft his miHrefles ; who ferred only to fill up his feraglio^ 
while a bewitching kind of pkafure, called Sauntering, was the tnie Sultana 
Queen he delighted in. 

Duke cf BtuUngb/m^Mi ChatlSer tfCtarhs lit Ili. 

-f- FroUa taid expettee.} Btlhop Burnet, in his Hiftory of his Own Times, faya 
of Mrs. Guyn, that Ihewas the indifcreetcft and witdeft creature that ever 
was in a Court, yet continued to the end of the King's life in great favour, 
and was maintained at a vaft expence. 

He might have added, to her credit, that die never meddled at all with 
the wretched politics of thofe times. 



Of 
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Of Gaming little fljall be faid. 
You're iurfeited upon tfiat head. ■: 
What arguments can move the mind : 
Where foUjr is with madneis join'd ? 
What fober reafoning can prevail. 
Where even contempt and ruitt fail ? 
Yet let me mention, betwixt friends, 
" Burn not the taper at both ends." 
Why muft your Wives be taught by you 
That needlefs art to fijuahder too ? 
Whene'er they fliew their bracelet firings. 
Their dear white hands, and brilliant rings. 
It Ihould be in a quiet way ; 
Ladies fliould piddle, and not play. 

You know too well^oar glorious power. 
Greatly to lofe in half an hour 
What coft your anceftors with pain 
At leaft full half an age to gain. 
Then let your fpoufcs {to be grave) 
For coals and candles fomething fave. 
And keep their pin-money and jointures, 
To free from jail the kind Appointers.' 

Learning 
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Learning — you fcarcc know wliat it i». 
Then put the queftion, and *tis this t 
True learning is the mind's good-breeding, 
*Tis Common Senfe improv'd by reading. 
If Common Senfe, that corner-ftone. 
Is wanting, let the reft alone. 
Better be fools without pretence^ 
Than coxcombs even <rf" eminence. 

* Eve from her huiband's lips preferred 
What flie from angels might have heard. 
And wifely chofe to underftand 
Exalted truths at fecond hand. 



* EvfJ) In the eighth book of Paradife Loft, whilft Adam was conreriing; 
with Raphael, 

—and by his countenance fecm'd 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrure — 
Eve retired. 

'Yet 'went flie not as not with fuch difcourfc 
■ Delighted, or not fcapable her ear 
Of what wa* high — 

But becaufe. 

Her Hulband the relatcr ffie preferr*(J 
Before the Angel.— 

The Poet affigns a reafon for it, 

—From Bis lip' 
Not wcrdt alone pleas'd Ber. 



Should 
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should your foft mates adopt her notions. 
And for inftruftion wait j'««r motions, 
To what impiovements would they reach ? 
— Lord blefs you, what bscvej/ou to teach ? 

Yes, one thing, I confefs, you deal in. 
And read it fairly without fpelling. 
In that, I own, your zeal is fuch. 
You even communicate too much. 
In matter, fpirit, and in fate 
Your knowledge is extremely great. 
Nobly deferting common fenle 
For metaphyfic excellence. 
And yet whate'er you fay, or fing. 
Religion is a ferious thing. 
At leaft to me, you will allovv, 
A Deity, it muft be fo. 
Then let ine whilper— " Don't perplex 
" With fpecious doubts the weaker fex. 
" Let them enjoy their Tates and Brady s, 
" Free-thinking is not fport for Ladies." 

Is't aot enough j/eu read Voltaire, 
Whilft fiieering valets frizz your hair. 



And 
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And half afleep, with half am eye 
Steal in dear infidelity ? 
Is't not enq^gh Helvetius' fchemes 
Elucidate your waking dreams, 
(Tho' each who on the do<ftrine doats 
Skips o'er the text, to fkim the notes) 
Why muft the Fair be made the wife 
Partakers of your myfteries ? 
You'll fay they liften to your chat. 
I grant them fools, but what of that ? 
Your prudence iiirenright.be fo civil 
To let your females fear the divil. 
Even for the comfort of your lives 
Some muft be Mothers, Daughters, Wives ; 
Howe'er it tfith_)i»«r genius fuits, , ; 
They ihould not all be proftitutes. 

Firm as the lage Lucretius draws 
Above Religion, Morals, Laws, 
Secure (tho' at a proper difbanc^ 
Of that^fttf blefing non-existenci, 
Ttu triumph ;. each a Deit^ 
In jdl, but immortality. 

E Why 
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Why therefore will ye condefcend 
To teize a weak believing friend, 
Whofe honeft ignorance might gain 
From error a relief in pain, 
And bear with fortitude and honour 
The miferics _)»(?« brought iipori her ? ' 
Momus perhaps would flily fay. 
For Momus has a merry way. 
Why will your ixtfdom and your v)it 
To fuch degrading tricks fubmit ? 
Why in foft bofoms raife a riot ? 
Can't ye be d — mn'd yourfelv.es in quiist ? 
But that's an after-thought ; at prefait 
We merely wifh you to be decent. : . 

And juft will add fome ttiftihg things, - 
From whence, We think, confiifion fprings. 

You'll eafily conceive in Gods, 
Who fix in air their thin abodes. 
And feaft on incenfe, and Vambrcilia, - 
Foul feeding muft create a nnnfea. 



Yet 
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Yet we ourfelires to flefli aid bloqd 
Have granted more fubftaatial food, 
Nor wonder that, in times like yours. 
All but the popr are Efucures,. 
And reafon from eSeda to caufes. 
On Roti's, Entremets, and Sauces, . 
But here be wife, the reafpn's clear. 
Be niggard^ of your knowledge ,here, ; 
And to yourfelvef alo^ confine , „ , 
That firft of bleflings, how to dine. 
For {hould t^efa.\j yaur tafte purfue. 
And eating be ti^r fcjence too, 
Should they too catch jhis.nafty trick, 
(The bate, idea makes me &<k) 
What would become of Nature's boaft ? 
Their beauty,, arid their fex were loft. 
— I turn difgufted from the fcene, — 
Me-Gluttons are, ^iie- Aldermen, 

Another pr«x»pt lingers yet. 
To make the tirefome group compleat. 
In all your commerce with the Sex, 
Whether you mean to pleafe, or vex, 



E2 If 
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If not well-bred, at leaft be ciy'A ; 
111 manners are a catching evil. 
I fpeak to the fupertor few. — 

— Ye Britifli youths, I fpeafc to you. 

The ancient heroes of Romance, 
Idolaters in complaifaiice-, ■ 
So hit the Sex's deareft wMm, 
So rais'd them in their own efteem, 
That ev'ry confcious wortlT increas'd. 
And every foible funk to reft. 
Nay, e'en when Chivahy was o'er,' 
And adoration reign'd no more. 
Within due bounds the-foUowing fed 
Reftrain'd them by profound refpeS j " ^ 

Politely grafp'd the filken reins. 
And hdd them in ideal chains. 

But now, when jieu appear before 'em. 
You want all deference, and decorum i 
And, confcious of good Heav'n knows^ what. 
Noddle your heads, and flouch your hat ; 
Or, carelefs of the circling throng. 
Thro' full affemblies lounge along. 

And 
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Apd on a couch politely throw 
Your liftlefs limbs without a bow. 
While all the Fair, like Sheba's Queen, 
Croud eager to th' inviting fcene. 
And o'er that couch in raptures hang 
To hear their Solomons, harangue. ^ 
No doubt 'tis edifying ftulF, 
(For gentle ears are cannon-proof) 
And wife the dofliines which you teach. 
But your Examples more than preach. 
For 'tis from hence your high-bred lalles 
Lofe, or defpife, their native graces. 
Hence comes it that at every rout 
They hoyden in, and hoyden out, 
Themodeft dignity of yore. 
The ftep chaflis'd, is feen no more. 
They hop, they gallop, and they trot, 
A curtefy is a thing forgot. 
Th' aSe&ei ftare, the thruft-out chin. 
The leer, the titter, and the grin. 
Supply what " hung on Hebe's cheek, 
" And lov'd to live in dimple fleck." 



i^^T^ 1 
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Nay, fome who biciaft their fixteeil quarters 
One might miftake for chandlers daughters. 

Ah, could thefe triflers of a day - 
Know what their mafters t^iihkand.fay, 
When o'er their claret they debate 
Each pretty viflim's future fete ; 
With what contempt and malice fraught 
They fneer the follies they hare taught ; 
How deep a blufh their choek would fire I 
Their little breafts would burft with ire ; 
And the moft heedlefs niawkin there. 
The lovelieft ideot, drop a tear. 

Virtues have fexes, paft a doubt, 
Mythologifts have mark'd them out ; 
Nor yet in excellence alone 
Have this peculiar difference fliown : 
Your Vices — that's too hard a name — 
Your Follies — fliould not be the fame. 
In every plant, in every grain 

Of Nature's genuine works we find 
Some innate effences remain 

Which mark the fpecies, and the kind. 
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Tho' forms may vary, round or fquare, 
Be Tmooth, bq rough, be regular ; 
Tho' colours feparate or unite, 
The fport of fuperficial light ; 
Yet is there Sometbingy That, or This, 

By Nature's kind indulgence fqwn. 
Which makes each thing be what it is, 

A Tree a Tree, a Stone a Stone. . 
So in each fex diftinfl: and clear 
A genuine Something Should appear, 
A Je ne fat quoi, however flight. 
To vindicate the natural right. 

Then, Sirs, fpr I perceive you yawn. 
Be this concluiion fairly drawn : 
Sexes are proper^ and not common ; 
Man mufi be Man, and Woman Woman. 
In Ihort, be Coxcombs if you pleafe. 
Be arrant Ladies in your drefs ; 
Be every nanie the vulgar give 
To what their grofihefs can't conceive : 

9 Yet 
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Yet one fmall favour let me aft, 
Not to impofe too hard a taft — 
Whether you fix your fancied reign 

In Ixothels, or in drawing-rooms, 
The little Something ftill retain. 

Be Gamefters, Gluttons, Jockies, Grooms^ 
Be all which Nature never meant. 
Free-thinkers in the full extent. 
But ah, for Something be rever'd, 
And keep pur Sex, and show the Beakd. 



F I KT I S. 
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